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Earthquake Sound Platine Noiree Speakers
Product Reviews £
January 1, 2004

Speakers B
By Brent Butternworth

Dowou dream about speakers? Do vou lie awake at night, consumed with desire for a new subwoofer? Do you
stare outvour office window, unahle to concentrate because yvou cannot bear to be separated from your BEWS? |
daoubtit. Qnly one thing inspires this intensity of lust: the automobile.

Love ofthe car burns strang in the souls of Morth Americans. We should not be
surprised, then, to discover & speaker line that [ooks as if itwere conceived by Corvette
creator Harley Earl. Every model in Eathguake Sound's Flatine Moiree line carries the
rakish angles that made cars ofthe 19505 and '60s so appealing. And every one is
hathed in two-tone metallic [acguer sure to seduce car callectors. Platine nairis French
for"black platinum,” hut Earthgquake's practice of tacking one or two 8's and an accent
aigu onto noir at random detracts from the name's intended continental allure. (Ciick
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The automotive look seems appropriate for Earthguake, a company knowen for robust car audio woofers. In fact,
cettain Platine Moiree speakers use technology ariginally developed for car audio—the Symmetrically Loaded
Fassive Radiator, which Earthquake shortens to SLAPS. A passive radiator is a speaker minus the maagnet and
coil that make the speaker cone maove. The air pushed into the speaker cabinet by the other speaker drivers
vilirates the passive radiator, reinforcing the speakers' sound. SLAPS refines the ordinary passive radiataor desion
sothatthe front and back are identical, which Earthguake says produces less distortion and clearer sound.

The Platine Moiree line comprises four maodels, which can be combined to create anything from a tiny bhedroom
steren systern to a complete hame theater speaker package. The PMN-4521 tovwer speaker and the PM-4421
center speaker include a SLAPS, the PM-1411 monitor and PR-2421 surround speaker are too tiny to
accommaodate one. Alluse the same 1-inch tweeter and 4-inch wwoofer invarious combinations. SLAPS aside, the
drivers are rather generic—the woofers feature stamped metal frames instead of the maoare robust cast frames
found in most high-end speaker woofers.

Having seen Platine Maoiree anly in photos, | am unprepared for its visual impact. |
examine the quality of the finish, looking for telitale imperfections that often accompany
such ambitious aesthetics, but | find none. | discover, though, that removing the grilles
transforms the speakers' looks from sublime to sub-par; who wants to face a battalion
of 18 woofers and tweeters every time you watch a maovie? | decide to listen with the
grilles intact and suffer the slight sanic degradation that usually occurs when tweeters
are hidden behind fabric. (Cick image to enlarge)

But with Platine Moiree, no degradation occurs: Unlike most speakers, these actually

sound hetter with the agrilles on. After playing a few OVDs and CDs, | begin to realize that the Platines Moirees
sound excellent. Voices, in paricular, are smooth and natural, both thraugh the tower speaker and the center.
tnith the grilles off, voices take on a slight nasal coloration) |isten to all my favarite OYDs with the Platines
FHoirees, and the movie dialogue sounds just right.

Steren music sounds great, too; the speakers conjure Up & warm, pleasing tone that suits rock, jazz and classical
music equally. But with the high-frequency-absorbing arilles on and the speakers' mellow-sounding fahric-dome
tweeters, these speakers do not produce the highly detailed treble that many audio enthusiasts crave. Maor do they
produce as much ofthe enveloping, wraparound stereo effect | hear from very high-end speakers. Overall, the
sound seems wonderfully balanced and well-suited to any music ar mavies | play.

And SLAPS works wonders—I| have never heard slim tower speakers like these produce such pure, deep hass.
Even the deepest bass notes in my DVD collection come through clearly, when practically any other speaker of

this size would discard the hass or selfdestructtrying to reproduce it. The speakers cannot play deep bass as

loudly as a good subwoofer can; they will distortwhen pushed towery high volumes. But in most home settings,
the hass of the tower speakers will easily suffice.

[ try using the PR-1411 monitors as surround speakers, placing one an each side ofthe room, and get a nice
effect. The PM-1411's sound is quite similar to that of the tower and center speakers. The main difference,
abwiously, is that it cannat produce bass since it cantaing anly 3 sindgle 4-inch waoofer. Mar can it play as laudly.
The PM-4521 towers desene a mare robust playmate.

Mary speakers with dual tweeters produce aflat sound, but in the PR-4421 and the
other Platine Maoiree speakers, the tweeters cover anly the wery highest audio
fregquencies, so the sound remains full and natural. [Click image to eniatgel
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Hoping to improve the system's surround-sound stamina, | replace the PR-14115with a
pair of PM-2421 surround speakers. The PR-2421 provides maore bass and reproduces
loud sounds more capably; Hind it & warthwehile improvement. | am initially excited to
discover that Eathquake bills the PH-2421 as a dipole surround speaker, meaning it
uses dualwoofers and tweeters to create an erwveloping, difuse surround-sound effect.
Howewer, | learn that anly the tweeters are wired for a dipolar effect. As a result, anly very
high-frequency sounds (i.e., those ahove the range of the huoman voice) enjoy the benefit
ofthe dipole effect.
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Given the available optiohs—and the PM-4521"s stunning looks—I would use PR-4521
towvers as surround speakers in lieu ofthe PR-1411 ar the PR-2421. Earthguake should produce a more
substantial surround speaker to complement the towers. The Platine Moiree line truly rmerits such attention.

YWhile | douht Platine Mairee will inspire the longing that a Porsche arouses, | expect Earthquake's speakers to
find many devoted fans among both audio enthusiasts and design mavens.

DESCRIPTION

Home theater speaker system consisting of PR-4521 tower speakers, PM-4421 center speaker, PM-1411 monitor
and PM-2421 surround speakers; subwoofer optional

COMPONENTS

Pr-4521: Two 1-inch fabric-dome tweeters, four 4-inch aluminum-cone woofers, one SLAPS passive radiator
FPr-4421: Same as above

Pr-1411: One 1-inch fabric-dome tweeter, 4-inch aluminum-cone woofer

Pr-2421: Twa 1-inch fabric-dome tweeters, two 4-inch aluminum-cane woaofers

CONMECTIONS

Pr-4521 and PH-4421: Two pairs of four-way speaker cable binding posts (accept bare wire, hanana plugs,
spade connectors and pins)

FPr-1411 and PH-2421: Five-way speaker cahle binding posts

DIMENSIONS

Pr-4521: 44 5% 6% 11 inches (hwd)
Pr-4421: 6% 28 %11 inches {hwd)
P11 1081282 T (hd)
PR-2421: 1058514 % 7 (hwed)

PRICE

FH-4521, §2 637 ipair;

Pr-4421, §1,187 each;
Pr-1411, 81,497 0nair,

Fr-2421, §1,64Tipair

CONTACT
G50.327.3003
whaty B AthoUakesound. com
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